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Early Development of Medieval English Drama

XIAO Ming-han

(College of Foreign Studies, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan 410081, China;

Foreign Language Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: English drama originates from Christian ritual in the Middle Ages. Its early devel-

opment is inseparable from the Church and reveals the complicated relations of art and literature

to the medieval Church. Medieval English drama mostly falls into mysteries and moralities. Mys-

tery plays, based on biblical stories, dramatize the entire human history from Creation to Dooms-

day, from the Fall to the final salvation of mankind. Morality plays present the human soul as a

battleground and dramatize the conflicts between good and evil in human life, teaching people to

follow Christian virtues for salvation. Medieval English drama made valuable achievement and

contributed greatly to Renaissance English drama.

Key words: medieval English drama; liturgy; mystery play; morality play
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