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About the Cause of Emily’s Tragedy

XIONG Jie

(Foreign Languages Institute, University of Electronic Science and Technology, Chengdu, Sichuan 610054, China)

Abstract : “ A Rose for Emily” , the well-known short story by Faulkner, enjoys global popularity ev-

er since its birth. Scholars have a heated discussion about it from different aspects and put forward their

unique ideas, which mostly focus on the cause for Emily’ s tragedy. This paper attempts to challenge

some of their ideas and brings up that Emily’ s tragic fate is due to,based on a cautious truthful interpre-

tation of the text, the conflict between her role as a female and as a noblewoman.

Key words: Faulkner; Emily; “A Rose for Emily” ; tragedy
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