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An Interpretation of Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying
in the Perspective of Bakthin’ s Carnivalesque Theory

DONG Li-juan

(Foreign Languages Insitute, Nankai University, Tianjing 300071, China)

Abstract ; Bakthin’s carnivalesque theory focuses on the ugly, the funny and the marginalized in lit-
erary works and brings them into the limelight of literary criticism. It emphasizes dialogue, replacement
and change, which provides a distinctive perspective for textual analysis. To make a new interpretation of
As I Lay Dying by Faulkner, and reveal the carvelesque features of the novel in terms of narration, struc-
ture and genre, in the perspective of Bakthin’s carnivalesque theory, the carvelesque features of the novel
can be generalized in three aspects-duality, polyphony and alteration.

Key words: Bakthin; carnivalesque; Faulkner; As I Lay Dying; duality; polyphony; alteration
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