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On Classicalist View of Neo-Confucianism
of the Song and the Ming Dynasties

CAI Fang-lu

(Political Education Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract It embodies the commonness of various schools of classicalism of the Song and the Ming
Dynasties to voice one’s own view of classics without being restricted by the previous interpretations,
based on which Cheng and Zhu attach importance to “seeking the principles through classics” and one’s
own interpretation of “si shu” | while Lu and Wang emphasize one’s own interpretation according to clas-
sics, but in terms of the ideological essence of the neo-Confucians, namely the form and classics-inter-
pretation aim, various schools of classicalism combine the form of classics and the intension of disposition
neo-Confucianism, and for them the classics-interpretation aim lies in giving expression to one’s own dis-
position neo-Confucianism other than an explanation and interpretation itself.

Key words: neo-Confucianism of the Song and the Ming Dynasties; classicalist view; one’s own

view of classics; disposition neo-Confucianism
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