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On the Significance of a Second-Language-Learning General Theory

HUANG Lei

(Foreign languages and Cultures Institute, Chengdu University of Technology. Chengdu, Sichuan 610059, China)

Abstract ;: The greatest significance of Spolsky’s “general theory of second language learning”
lies in that it virtually announces the end of foreign language teaching “methodology”, brings up
a sociolinguistic learning concept that whether or how the learner makes use of the available
learning opportunities determines the outcomes of second language learning in the course of the
foreign language teaching research with “the language question” as its starting-point developing
toward foreign the language learning research with “the learning question” as its starting-point,
introduces social-cultural conditions into second language acquisition research focusing on psycho-
linguistics and broadens out the research range of second language acquisition.
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