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On Cognitive Semantics and Its Implication for Language Teaching

CUI Jian

(Foreign Language Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract . Cognitive semantics is the core of cognitive linguistics. It’s based on embodied phi-
losophy, focusing on physical experience and cognition, proposing that the construction of mean-
ing is the cognitive process of conceptualization. The process of conceptualization is based on the
mental experience, with the centralization of image schema and is operated by metaphorical rea-
soning. Cognitive semantics attempts to find out a unified and reasonable explanation for the cog-
nitive mechanism by which language meaning is produced, aiming to offer a new perspective and
support theories for language teaching. to offer a

Key words: cognitive semantics, embodied philosophy, conceptual blending theory, image

schema, metaphor, construction
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