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On Action-dissoling in the Dialogues of
the Latter 17 Chapters of The Castle

ZHANG Ji-lian

(School of Liberal Arts, Renmin University of China , Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Almost all the critics of Kafka’s The Castle confine their criticism to the first three

chapters, and few of them offer critical analyses to the latter 17 chapters, because the latter 17

chapters are filled with dialogues that are mutually contradictory, conflicting and deconstructive

and use the logical reason to attack and disintegrate logic. The “heteroglossia” and polyphony

text sets up many barriers for the readers. To look for the traces K left in the sea of utterance,

the readers can find his repeated actions leading to the castle through the female characters and

the male messenger. Thus, the readers can reconstruct Kafka's “Hero of Failure”. However, in

the 17 chapters, the power of action is dissolved by the force of language. Although K desperate-

ly expresses his Dasein through a never-ending fight, he only leaves a slight trace that is hard to

be noticed just as a wild goose flies over a land covered by heavy snow.

Key words: Franz Kafka; The Castle ; dialogue; action; women; dissolution
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