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On the Sublimation of Hester Prynne’s Libido

CAO Xi-ying

(Foreign Language Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu. Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: The Scarlet Letter, a masterpiece of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s, is an excellent fore-
seen work of psychological analysis as well as a classical work on morality, culture and religion.
From the perspective of Freudian psychological analysis and based on the Freudian libido theory,
this article points out that the reasons of her libido sublimation consist in the fetter of the Puritan
society on her early libido and the guarantee of her sound personality, the means include the sub-
limation of her early libido into her belief in love, her pursuit of the artistic beauty and her uni-
versal love for people, and the results are her satisfaction of instinctive desire to some extent, a-
voidance of the conflicts between her libido and society, contribution to the development of social
civilization and ultimately a true heroine accepted and respected by people.

Key words: Nathaniel Hawthorne; The Scarlet Letter ; Hester Prynne; libido; sublimation
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