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Judicatory Practice and Its Impact of Confucian
Filial-piety-based Governance in Tang Lii Shu Yi

HUANG Xiu-ming

(History, Culture and Tourism Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract ; Realized in the judicatory articles of Tang Lii Shu Yi of ancient legal code, filial-pi-
ety-based governance, the highest political principle of Confucian filial-piety ethics, finds expres-
sion in the establishment of meticulous complete criminal law articles to enforce rigid prevention
against criminal unfilial conducts, as well as in the inheritance and development of Confucian ju-
dicatory principle of unfilial-conduct-being-criminal in the legislative ideology. As the general
principle of filial-piety-based governance determines the necessary interference with “law” from
“filial-piety”, there must be contradiction and conflict between the two in the legal practice of im-
plementing Tang Lii Shu Yi, which leads to the common phenomena of perversion of law in favor
of filial-piety in the history of ancient rule-by-law.

Key words: history of Tang rule-by-law; Tang Lii Shu Yi; filial-piety-based governance; ju-

dicature
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