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The Dilemma Involving Chen Lanbin and
Other Overseas Late-Qing Officials

LI Xi-suo

(History Institute, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Chen Lanbin, the first Overseas Chinese Student Supervisor and the first Qing
Minister accredited to the U. S. A., is among the few Qing officials of overseas experience earli-
er than others and is typical among the late Qing officials sent abroad in terms of overseas percep-
tion and ideological, cultural, conceptual changes effected by American social cultural influence.
Chen sings praises of America’s advanced economy, modern construction and beautiful environ-
ment on one hand, which is seen in his diaries, letters and reports, but on the other hand. he is
not well accustomed to the American way of life and feels bored, especially when he faces the ob-
jective reality of the superiority of American freedom, democracy and being-well-developed to the
Qing’s autocracy, dictatorship and being-behind-lagging, but dares not voice his opinion frankly
and helplessly upholds the feudalism of the Qing Dynasty. The seemingly personal tragedy of the
prudent, timid Chen obsessed with fear of deprivation of his official position for indiscretion and
torn by the dilemma between wonderfulness and helplessness reflects in fact the dilemma in the
course of change in the deformed society of modern China.

Key words:late Qing; official sent abroad; Chen Lanbin; being accredited to the U. S. A.
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