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Distinct Teaching in Tiantai School and Vijnapti-matrata

LLIU Zhao-xia

(Philosophy Department, Sichuan Univeristy, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: The ideology of the Dilun School and the Shelun School during the Northern and
Southern Dynasties belongs to the vijnapti-matrata (consciousness-only) study in a broad sense
and influences the formation of doctrinal taxonomy of Tiantai school, especially the “bie jiao”
(distinct teaching) notion in Da Cheng Wei Shi Lun translated by Zhen Di. The “bie jiao” notion
tells on the doctrinal taxonomy of Sakyamuni, of which the core is dao zhong zhi (the wisdom a-
dopting all means to save all the living) based on bie li (distinct doctrine) superior to michinori
(shared teaching) but inferior to complete teaching.

Key words: vijnapti-matrata study; distinct teaching; dao zhong zhi
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