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On Fictional Style Permeation
Among Ancient Free Essay Creation in the Early Qing Dynasty

ZHUANG Yi-yun

(Humanities and Communications College, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234 ;
Chinese Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract; The early Qing Dynasty witnesses an unprecedented situation where the fictional
style permeates among the ancient free essay creation resulted from the tolerance of fiction on the
part of both the mainstream and non-mainstream literati along with the fiction development,
which is embodied in the following two aspects: on the one hand some famous literary figures at
that time such as Hou Fangyu, Wei Xi, etc. theoretically acknowledge the reasonability of fiction
and stress elaborate description, whose ancient free essay creation theories are in agreement with
those of fiction creation to certain extent, and on the other hand in their ancient free essay crea-
tion some literati adopt fictional style and purport. The permeation fades away when the
Tongcheng School “purges” the ancient free essay creation of fictional style.

Key words:early Qing Dynasty; fiction; ancient free essay; Tongcheng School
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