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Crime Against Intellectual Property Rights in an Economic Approach

XIE Min-di

(Law Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: According to the rational choice theory in crime-committing, crime containment

should generally start with enhancing punishment inescapability and punishment severity, which

however fail to have desirable effect in containing crime against intellectual property rights due to

the special nature of the crime, for its discovery, evidence-obtaining and crime-determining are

difficult with low penalizing rate, the special properties of efficiency and competition of intellectu-

al products ensue the lack of necessary basis of popular will for the enhancement of punishment

severity, and therefore its prevention should start with an emphasis on property-oriented penalty

application and monopoly-related intellectual property rights.

Key words: Gary Becker; criminal economics; rational choice model; crime against intellectu-

al property rights
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