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Prakrti-parisuddham Cittam and Innate Enlightenment

CHEN Bing

(Religion Research Institute, Sichuan Univeristy, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract; Disposition, interpreted as “prakrti-parisuddham cittam”, meaning that this heart
is “innate enlightenment”, is the core thought in the Indian Tathagata school, which Chinese
Buddhist studies expound and develop into the rationale of all Chinese Buddhist sects, with the
notion that the “enlightenment” in innate enlightenment is “subtle wisdom of Nirvnan”. The ar-
ticle sorts out and briefly comments on the original definitions of the Indian and the Chinese no-
tions of innate enlightenment and subtle wisdom of Nirvnan, a controversy as well as an impor-
tant issue in the Buddhist academia.

Key words: prakrti-parisuddham cittam; innate enlightenment; subtle wisdom of nirvana
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