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On the Theoretical Features of Hutcheon’s Postmodern Poetics

CHEN Hou-liang

(The Center of Literary and Aesthetic Studies, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250014 ;
Foreign Languages Department, Shandong Institute of Economy, Jinan, Shandong 250014, China)

Abstract: The poetics of postmodernism raised by Lida Hutcheon features three theoretical
characteristics of modeling on the postmodern architectural theory, pivoting on the postmodern
historical philosophy and being ultimately oriented to the postmodern cultural politics. The post-
modern architectural model helps to make her theory logical and clear, but questions the legitima-
cy of her rationale. Her unique interpretation of the postmodern involvement in history and its
cultural-political strategy is quite different from that of the New Leftists represented by Frederic
Jameson, of which a comparison will deepen our understanding of postmodernism.

Key words: Linda Hutcheon; postmodern poetics; postmodern architecture; postmodern his-

torical philosophy; postmodern politics
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