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A Discussion About the Theme of Juneteenth by Ralph Ellison

LEI Jian-guo

(Fundamental Education Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: A discussion of Juneteenth and an analysis of its major characters in the perspectives of
Locke s philosophy on religion, Sartre’s existentialism and Freud’s psychoanalysis reveal the
process of modern African-American people confirming their self identity, winning equality and
liberty and getting along well with the mainstream society of modern America, as well as Ellison
’s creative purport of defending traditional African-American morality and culture, striving for
their rights, exploring the positive values of African-American identity and promoting harmoni-
ous co-existence with the mainstream society.

Key words: Ralph Ellison; Juneteenth ; African-American identity; African-American religion
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