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Criticism of the Study-style in On Practice of Real Task Teaching
in Elementary/ Secondary School English

ZHANG Si-wu

(Editorial Office of the Journal of SNU, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: Congested with fallacy in principle, chaos in logic, obscurity in conception and con-
fusion in terms, On Practice of Real Task Teaching in Elementary/ Secondary School
English (Zhongxiaozxue Yingyu Zhenshi Renwu Jiaoxue Shijianlun) does not undertake to ac-
count for what is or what is not “real task”;instead, it plays with false issues and indulges in tall-
talking, empty-talking and nonsense-talking. In fact, the so-called “real task” itself and “real
learning task” and “real use task” derived from it are pseudo-propositions. For TBL language
teaching/ language learning the real issue is whether a task is efficient or not, rather than wheth-
er it is real or not, which is the real concern of TESOL or SAL research. For, in task-based lan-
guage teaching/ language learning, a task is a means employed to create context and conditions
for language learning occurrence, where there is no true-or-false problem.

Key words: TBL; On Practice of Real Task Teaching in Elementary/ Secondary School
English ; real task; TESOL; SLA
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