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New Doctrine of Principle-inheriting and
Origin-establishing in Fu Theory

XU Jie

(Chinese Department, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract; The tradition of “shi sao” and category of “ci fu” in literary history are accepted as
common view, of which the classics-establishing by intension and the consequent maze are rarely
mentioned, as well as the two related traditions of “shi fu” and “sao fu” in the fu realm are not
systematically examined or clearly presented for they belong to common critical categories, while

i

in the critical history of fu study, the “shi fu” tradition originated from “shi” employed in Han fu

1

as well as its critical view and the “sao fu” tradition emerged from “fu” adopted in the imperial
examination and its idea of principle-inheriting and origin-establishing form a theoretical change
from “shi fu” to “sao fu”, which is of value in studying the tradition of critical history of fu and
significance in reexamining the changes in literary history.

Key words:shi fu; sao fu; principle-inheriting and origin-establishing;
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