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On the Ending of Modern Subject Poetics
and the Starting of Contemporary Object Poetics

CAO Wan-sheng

(Institute of Poetics, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: Talks at the Yan’an Forum on Art and Literature by Mao Zedong established the
basic pattern of the contemporary poetics before the New Period, in other words, it is the end of
the subject poetics originated from the May 4th Movement and the start of the contemporary ob-
ject poetics. The change mainly focused on the poet’s emotion and its expressing. Ai Qing and
He Qifang are the best examples. The He Qifang Phenomenon marks the beginning of the
change. After the talks at the Yan’an Forum on Art and Literature , poems became new folk po-
ems in the form of folk songs describing farmers. Narrative fork poems opened the door to object
poetics and formed the mode of contemporary poetics.

Key words: Talks at the Yan’an Forum on Art and Literature; subject poetics; object poet-

ics; the He Qifang phenomenon; new folk poems
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