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The Weaken of the Beiyang Group by Yuan Shikai
and the Disillusion of Beiyang Orthodox Group

YANG Tian-hong

(College of History and Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu. Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: The most serious problem of the Beiyang Period was the lack of a powerful political
center. Yuan Shikai, the chief leader of Beiyang Government, should have consolidated the Beiy-
ang group, but on the contrary, he had endeavored more to weaken the Beiyang group after being
elected as the Interim president. It resulted in the collapse of Beiyang group and constant con-
flicts nationwide after Yuan’s death. Under the circumstances, The Zhixi and the Wanxi war-
lords tried to reorganize Beiyang group and unify the country by force, peaceful negotiation, and
other means. However, the significance of Beiyang orthodox group, which could hold most peo-
ple together once, had vanished whereas the Kuomintang (KMT) gave up its original policy of
pursuing the political legitimacy, and tried to reform the party by adopting a new policy under
Soviet’s guidance. Therefore, the final result of the competition between KMT and the warlords
was determined.

Key words: Yuan Shikai; the weaken of the Beiyang group; Beiyang orthodox group; disillu-

sion
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