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Chen Duxiu and the Establishment of the Democratic Centralism

HE Yi-zhong

(The Department of Political Theory, East China University of Political Science and Law,Shanghai 200062 ,China)

Abstract:In the early period of the CPC, the majority advanced intellectuals which represen-
ted by Chen Duxiu thought Lenin’s principle of founding a party was centralism instead of the
Democratic centralism. Because of the centralism, there was a tendency of power centralization in
the party, which hindered the establishment of the democratic centralism, and spawned Chen
Duxiu’ s paternalism. After the failure of the National Revolution, the communists criticized
Chen Duxiu’s opportunism and paternalism, and then the democratic centralism was formally
written into the party constitution. However, the newly established democratic centralism
changed into Chen Duxiu’s weapons against the “left-leaning bureaucratic centralism”, when The
Party Central Committee introduced a range of “left-leaning policies” and opposed the ultra-de-
mocracy tendency form the democratic centralism just be established.

Key words: the early period of the CPC; Chen Duxiu; democratic centralism; centralism
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