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The New Theory On the Sima Xiangru’s Nan Shu Fu Lao

WANG De-hua, SONG Xue-ling

(Department of Chinese LLanguage and Literature, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310012, China)

Abstract ; Neither the background nor the satire purport of Nan Shu Fu Lao in the biography
of Sima Xiangru is certain. Many different opinions have been expressed from different points
since Song Dynasty. The book includes political background of the pros and cons of developing
and protecting Xi’nan Yi as well as the psychological background of concern about Emperor Wu
of Han’s decision. Its’ satire purport is to firm the Emperor’s determination of developing and
protecting Xi’nan Yi. Sima Xiangru’s discusses on this subject provided the Emperor with cul-
tural support, and it is also an important supplement to “Ji Mi” cultural policies with border are-
as.
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