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On the Modern Interpretation of Zen Calligraphy Thoughts

PI Chao-gang

(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: The Chinese Zen calligraphy is quite unique in its art and there are many books on
it. With a comprehensive review of those books one can see that to copy the Buddhist classics
with a writing brush is an art creation of calligraphy and also a quite important topic among the
Zen sect. by copying the Buddhist classics, Buddhists spread the doctrines, advertise Folk Bud-
dhism, practice kindness and apperceive Zen, all of which are actually Buddhists’ sheltering in
Mahayana. It is believed that although to copy the Buddhist seems to be as easy as playing a
game, in fact, it is doing the Buddhist Ceremony. Books on the Zen calligraphy, with their spe-
cial perspective, elaborate on the significance and values of the Buddhist classics copying, explain
the copying principles and orientation and analyze the artistic characteristics of the Buddhist clas-
sics copying.

Key words: Zen; calligraphy; Buddhist classics copying; the Buddhist ceremony; practice cal-

ligraphy as playing a game
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