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The Reexploration on Xiji in Chuci

TANG Hong

(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: There is a stanza in Lisao: “I went at dawn high heaven’s ford to leave; To Xiji,
the earth’s extremity I came at eve.” Scholars tried their best to testify their understanding of
the reference of Xiji and provide various interpretations, for example, Binguo Country, west of
Chu, Kunlun, Western Sea and etc. Nevertheless, Xiji in various pre-Qin classics has the same
reference as that in Lisao, i. e. , the most west part of the earth. From Han Dynasty, the dis-
tance of Xiji was gradually shortened from the west of Pamirs to the west of Chang’an. It was
not until Ming and Qing Dynasty that Xiji was the name for the extreme west of the earth.

Key words: Chuci; Xiji; Kunlun; Binguo Country
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