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From Agrarianism to the New Criticism:
Discourse Evolution of the American Southern Intellectuals

WANG Xin

(College of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064 ,China)

Abstract: As an important academic discourse on American literary history studies, the dis-
course evolution from agrarianism to the new criticism foregrounds American Southern intellec-
tuals’ political strategies. Stemmed from the southern traumatic historical memory, this group
of Southern intellectuals takes a retrospect to the past, advocates Agrarianism and the correspon-
ded living style, protests against social invasion of the industrial Capitalism and also against the
deterioration of tradition and social order prompted by modernization and urbanization. The agra-
rianists’ political pursuit is expressed in their literary discourse and later represented by the new
criticism’s political ideal. The new criticism applies an ultimate and autonomic aesthetic experi-
ence, being produced and spread by academic institution; and finally this school of thought is ab-
sorbed into the main stream for cultivation. This discourse evolution contains the southern intel-
lectuals’ political pursuit and disproves the criticism which wrongly rebukes the new criticism’s
lack of historical point-of-view, ignorance of social and political elements and so on.
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