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An Analysis of the Settlement Methods of Debt Disputes From the
End of Qing Dynasty to the Beginning of the Republic of China

WANG Xue-mel

(History, Culture and Tourism Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract: From the last years of the Qing Dynasty to the beginning of the Republic of China,
there has been an increasing number of debt disputes. Although the approaches to settle debt dis-
putes had combined the efforts of the government and the society with the application of custom-
ary law and statutory law, lots of debt disputes remained unsettled. The factors lay in the turbu-
lent social environment, the absence of civil and commercial statutes, the limited capacity of
commercial associations in adjudicating cases, incoordination between the government and the
commercial organizations, and lack of specialized adjudicating authority and enforcement of debt
disputes.

Key words: from the end of Qing Dynasty to the beginning of the Republic of China; debt dis-

putes; government and society; customary law and statutory law
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