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The Nature-oriented Strong Appeals: On Nathaniel
Hawthorne From the Eco-critical Perspective

MENG Xue-qin

(Foreign Languages Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610101, China)

Abstract : Nathaniel Hawthorne, the American romantic writer of the 19th century, depicted
the unity between man and nature in a vivid and fabulous way at the beginning of the modern so-
ciety. Three of his short novels, i. e., “The Celestial Railroad”, “Birthmark” and
“Rappaccini’s Daughter”, reveal the overexpansion of man’s subjectivity, the eco-crisis and the
existential crisis caused by man’s over-control, plundering and reforming of nature. The explora-
tion on the relationship between man and nature reflects the writer’s nature-oriented strong ap-
peal and fits the spirit of deep ecology of 20th century to a great extent.

Key words: Nathaniel Hawthorne; eco-criticism; nature-oriented; anthropocentrism

BT I N S

110



