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The Council on Foreign Relations and the United States’
Involvement in Southeast Asia Conflicts and Wars

JIN Long-yun
(School of International Relations and Public Affairs, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433
School of History, Changchun Normal College, Changchun, Jilin 130032, China)

Abstract: The Council on Foreign Relations serves American national interests. Its under-
standing of the strategic position of Southeast Asia was profound and its constant forward looking
study provided a theoretical preparation for the United States’ involvement in Southeast Asia
conflicts and wars. It played an important role in the United States’ involvement in the Vietnam
War. It helped to evaluate the Vietnam policy and design the political solution to the Vietnam
War. The great influence of the Council on Foreign Relations of the United States on America’s
foreign policy making can thus be understood.

Key words: America’s foreign policy making; the Council on Foreign Relations; Southeast

Asia conflicts; the Vietnam War
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