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On the Remaining of Teke After the Abolishment of Imperial Examination

GUAN Xiao-hong

(Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510275, China)

Abstract: The abolishment of imperial examination, the traditional Chinese examination system, in
1905 didn’t include Enke and Teke. With the new schools appearing and spreading in many provinces,
the western style of schooling became the dominant and the traditional style declined. Thus, many peo-
ple call for the recovery of Zhike to inherit Chinese tradition. With the permission of the Qing emperor,
two types of examinations named Boxuehongci and Xiaolianfangzheng was proposed. Although the ex-
amination of Boxuehongci was not brought into practice for some reasons, the examination of Xiaolian-
fangzheng was put into practice twice during the Xuantong Period (1908-1911). At first, the candidates’
virtue and filial piety were the only criteria of assessment. Gradually, the scores of exams and the past
exam records of candidates took place. Thus, the recovery of Zhike failed to save traditional Chinese ed-
ucation system. Nevertheless, it did work as a rehabilitative measure for those students and scholars ed-
ucated in traditional Chinese education system.

Key words: the abolishment of imperial examination; Teke ; Boxuehongci; Xiaolianfangzheng
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