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On the Formation of Social Media and the Spread of Citizen Journalism

PENG Tao

(College of Literature and Journalism, Chengdu University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610016, China)

Abstract: The popularization of citizen journalism is interpreted by current researches invol-
ving SNS public opinion guiding as a synergy of journalists, public opinion makers and the unique
news communication structure. However, as professional traditional media and network media
invade SNS and social media come into being, restructuring of news communication in SNS has
completed, which leads to more interests in great social events beside original attention to daily
trivialities by SNS users. Once a piece of breaking news comes, internet public opinions centering
“social media” will be promoted and gradually converge with social public opinions under the
guidance of “social media”, both of which will combine into a strong public opinion power. It is a
sign that the popularization of citizen journalism is not as simple as current interpretation shows

but a complicated process under checks and synergies of multiple factors leading by social media.

Key words: social media; citizen journalism; SNS; microblog
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