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The Establishment of the Legitimacy of Racial Segregation
in American Public Education: The Whole Story of the Plessy Case

ZHU He, ZHANG Bin-xian

(Institute of Education History and Culture, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The Plessy Case, rooted in the development of public education in South America, estab-
lished the constitutionality of racial segregation in American public education. Before the Civil War,
there were elements of racial segregation in the embryonic stage of public education in South America.
During the Reconstruction Era, despite the southern whites generally opposed to public education, public
education was established under the effort of radical Republicans and the black. With the declining of
Republican Party’s impact in the south as well as the black’s compromise and the white people’s objec-
tion, the segregated public schools were finally established. The Plessy Case in 1896 ruled that it should
be “separate but equal” in public education, but the education of the black fell far behind that of the
white. This made the racial contradictions and conflicts in public education more acute.

Key words: the Plessy Case; American public education; racial segregation
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