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On the Relation Between Tao Yuan-ming and
Yang Xiong from the Fifth of Yinjiu

FAN Zi-ye

(Institute of Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: “wen jun he neng er” is the stanza in the Fifth of Yinjiu by Tao Yuan-ming which
had been misinterpreted. “jun” in this poem actually refers to Yang Xiong of the Han Dynasty
while in that poem, Tao compares himself to Yang. With abundant cultural connotation,
thought-provoking logic insight, profound ideas and vivid description, the 50-word-long poem is
praised as a masterpiece in traditional Chinese poetry. If four elements are included in the stand-
ard, i.e., the creativity of language art, the richness in thoughts and theme, the free spirit of
staying away from actual politics or current administrative system, and the influence on the liter-
ary creation and taste of the latter generations, throughout the long history of glorious traditional
Chinese literature, no other poems can be equal to the Fifth of Yinjiu by Tao Yuan-ming.

Key words: Tao Yuan-ming; Yang Xiong; the Fifth of Yinjiu; “wen jun”; “xin yuan”
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