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The American Black Humor Novels and Awareness of Unexpected Development

HOU Xiao-yan

(School of Literature and Media, Yinbin College, Yibin, Sichuan 644007, China)

Abstract: Black humor is a sick and absurd humor which seeks fun in the cruel. In Carch—
22 and Slaughterhouse-Five, the two representatives of black humor novels, the authors employ
anti-conventional issues, anti-hero characters, absurd military regulations and bloody scenes to
reveal the life of Americans in the mid-20th century, and to express authors’ concern towards the
social realities, their nations’ future and the destiny of human beings. Black humor novels thus
play a quite significant role in criticizing the absurd totalitarismus and constructing the new social
order.

Key words: black humor; American novels; awareness of unexpected development
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