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On the Emperor Xiaowen’s Recognition of the Royal Clan’s Group

LIU Jun

(Research Institute of Ancient Documents, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin 130012, China)

Abstract: The recognition of the royal clan’s group was the important measure of the Em-
peror Xiaowen’s Chinesization reform of the Northern Wei Dynasty, which is quite significant for
the Tuoba group’s evolution. The criterion of the present Wufu was followed in order to clean up
the survival of the Zhiqin tradition of the clan and to change the royal clan to the narrowly-defined
family. The original intention was to trace to the Huaxia ancient custom and imitate the fashion
of the Southern Dynasty. But the heavy economic pressure was more of the direct and real rea-
son, After the Emperor Xiaowen’s death, the ethnic recognition vanished. The Chufu further
royal clan’s family register is still reserved because of the same ancestor worship in the Zhiqin
custom, the perception of the home country unity of the central legitimism dynasty, the northern
great family institution of the medieval period and the special power structure. The ethnic recog-
nition tried to compromise between the ancient and modern, reality and idea, but no authority or
government decree could alter the historical law of things’ development.

Key words: Northern Wei Dynasty; Emperor Xiaowen; royal clan; Wufu system; ethnic rec-

ognition
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