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On the Identifying of Opinion of 38 Categories
of Literary Styles by Wen Xuan

L1 Zhi

(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin. Guangxi 541004, China)

Abstract: The number of literary styles divided by Wen Xuan is neither 37 nor 38, but 39.

There are two key proves: one is chronological order of authors, and the other is the signals in

related versions. Famous scholars such as CHEN Jing-yun failed to look into the detail from the

”»

whole and thus found the “yi” but did not recognize “nan”. The classifications from the Wen

Yuan Ying Hua and the Han Shu Yi Wen Zhi had no substantial help to the identification of cat-

egories of literary styles in Wen Xuan. Based on Dunhuang version of Wen Xuan Zhu in the Tian-

jin Museum of Art and in the Eisei Bunko Museum, “nan” cannot be excluded out of the catego-

ries of literary styles in Wen Xuan.
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Dunhuang version of Wen Xuan Zhu

[T it . &

118



