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The Usefulness of Culture: Value Judgment of Cultural Identity

WU Qi-fu

(School of History and Cultural Tourism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu. Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: Culture is the soul of a nation. To a large extent, the survival and development of
a particular national culture relies on its usefulness under contemporary circumstances. By loo-
king into the tourism development of Qiang ethnic minority, this paper points out that tourism
development of Qiang ethnic minority boosts its people to realize the usefulness of their own cul-
ture, to be more specific, gaining financial income with various Qiang ethnic minority related
tourism activities. In order to gain more income, the Qiang introduce and excavate their own cul-
ture, which in return stimulates the initiatives of these cultural holders. Although they are mon-
ey-making-oriented, Qiang ethnic culture is inherited and developed simultaneously. Its cultural
pride and cultural identity are also embodied and strengthened in the process.

Key words: tourism of Qiang ethnic minority; culture usefulness; cultural identity
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