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Distribution of Alveolar and Retroflex in Sichuan Dialects

ZHOU Ji-xu

(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: There is distinction between alveolar and retroflex in affricate-initials in the Chi-
nese northern dialects in some area of Sichuan, such as Zigong and Xichang. But the distribution
in the dialects is different from other Chinese dialects. The study on the law of distribution helps
to illustrate the evolution of a certain dialect in the development of phonetics, reveal the historical
relationship between the dialects, and provide evidences for dividing the genetic groups of dia-
lects.

Key words: Sichuan dialect; initial; affricate; alveolar; retroflex
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