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On the Orthodoxy of the Southern Song Dynasty

CAO Peng-cheng

(College of History and Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: Compared with the Northern Song Dynasty, the Orthodoxy of the Southern Song
Dynasty emphasized the discussion not be based on the state of victory, which meant scholars in
the Southern Song Dynasty attached more importance to the justice of succession of throne than
the cause of unification of China.and morality than achievement as well. Besides, the threat from
the north nomad made it necessary for them to find every thought resource available to prove the
legitimacy of their own regime. The traditional idea of “Distinction between Civilization and Bar-
barism”, therefore, was introduced into the topic for discussion about Orthodoxy, and gradually
turned into the focus of it. ZHU Fu and ZHENG Si-xiao tried to organize the justice of succession
of throne and the cause of unification of China, morality and achievement, civilization and barba-
rism into one single system through a series of arguments, summarizing orthodoxy of the North-
ern and Southern Song Dynasty.

Key words: the Southern Song Dynasty; orthodoxy; the idea of Distinction between Civiliza-
tion and Barbarism; HU Yin; ZHU Fu; ZHENG Si-xiao

N

[T 4E % 4% . ok X %

149



