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From “Strengthening Self-management” to “Acting Social Responsibility” .
the Change of Chinese Religious Policies, Laws and Regulations
after the Reform and Opening Up

MAO Li-ya

(College of Historical Culture and Tourism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, with the Chinese Communist Party’s better un-
derstanding of religious problems and functions, and with the Chinese social development, the
government’s religious works have witnessed great changes, i. e. » from bringing order out of
chaos, reconstructing religious places of worship, and recovering religious activities in the 1980s,
to strengthening management religious groups, places of worship, clergy and religious activities
in the 1990s, to paying more attention to guide religious clergy and believers to act social respon-
sibility and play the positive role of religious circles, presenting the orientation changes from

“acting social responsibility” in the new century.

“strengthening self-management” to
Key words: after the reform and opening up; Chinese religious policies, laws and regula-

tions; changes
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