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On the Formation of Conjunctions of Purpose in Chinese
from the Medieval Translation of Buddhist

YUAN Xue-mel

(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: Based on the medieval translation of Buddhist, the source and formation of con-
junction of purpose in Chinese are discussed. This paper reveals that conjunction of purpose in
Chinese came from prepositions introducing action vehicles and the ellipsis of prepositional ob-
jects caused the formation of conjunction of purpose.

Key words: the medieval translation of Budahist; conjunction of purpose; preposition in Chi-

nese; grammaticalization
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