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On the Fierce Jealousy in Novels of the Qing Dynasty

HUO Sheng-rui', XIE Qian®

(1. School of Humanity and Law, Sichuan Agricultural University, Ya’an, Sichuan 625014 ;
2. Institute of Non-orthodox Chinese Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: Fierce jealousy can be found in many novels of the Qing dynasty, which proves
that fierce jealousy is quite a popular social phenomenon at that time. Despite its categorizational
and universal character, fierce jealousy was criticized and disciplined by patriarchal society of the
day. It has its sources in the polygamous marriage system, the encouragement of love since the
late Ming dynasty and women’s wielding increased economical clout. It reveals both men and
women’s pursuits of family harmony, as well as the fact that anti-fierce jealousy cannot settle the
family marital problems caused by polygamous marriage but stimulate fierce jealousy.

Key words: novels of the Qing dynasty; fierce jealousy; folk cultural psychology; family ma-

rital problems
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