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Chinese Communist Party’ s Rural Power Reconstruction in Sichuan
Province in Initial Founding Stage of New China; Practice and Effect

RAN Mian-hui

(School of Political Science, Southwest Jiaotong University , Chengdu , Sichuan 610031, China)

Abstract : During the early years of the people’ s republic of China foundation, the CCP put forward
its own theory and policy about the reconstruction of rural power structures. The party was demanded to
completely destroy the feudal forces in the countryside step by step and in a systematic way under leader-
ship. The old rural power structures should be fundamentally transformed, and the bao-jia system should
be abolished, and the reactionary superstitious sects and secret societies should be banned in terms of the
policy and law of new government and the legal system, so that the new type of rural power structures
could be established with the core forces being composed of poor peasants and farm labourers. The recon-
structions of the rural power structures in Sichuan province experienced several processes. Firstly, the old
bao-jia system was maintained in early days by temporarily taking advantage of the members of old bao-jia
in the countryside, and then was abolished with effective methods. Secondly, the farmers’ associations
were established and played the role of grass-roots political power. Thirdly, the village governments had
fundamentally changed from the pratice in partial district to generally establishments, and their working
system had been improved. At last, the village governments’ combat had been effectively strengthened.
The old rural power structures were disintegrated, which were composed of the Kuomintang members, lo-
cal forces, the heads of bao-jia, countryside gentlemen, Pao Ge and patriarchal clans and so on. At the
same time, the democratic village governments being domainently composed of poor peasants and farm la-
bourers were founded. The CCP successfully accomplished the old rural power transformation and the new
reconstruction.

Key words: during the early years of the people’ s republic of China foundation ; Sichuan province ;

the rural power ;reconstruction
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