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The Relationship between Students’ Autonomy and
Student Strikes after the May 4th Movement

LOU Ao-fei

(Tnstitute of Higher Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: After the May 4th movement, students’ councils were founded in most universities be-
cause of the advocating of students’ autonomy. However, because of the inconformity of the function and
ways of operation among different universities, students’ autonomy actually soon led to student strikes.
The abuse of power intensified the confliction. The students expressed their dissatisfaction even through
violence, which reflected the anti-tradition tendency in the relationship between students and teachers
and was the important trend of the radicalization.

Key words: after the May 4th movement; students’ autonomy; student strikes
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