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The Explanation of Difficult Words of Legal Documents
in Dunhuang and Turpan

XU Hua

(College of Preparatory Education, Southwest University for Nationalities, Chengdu, Sichuan 610041, China)

Abstract: Dunhuang and Turpan legal documents provide significant corpus to the study on the his-
tory of Chinese language and the legal system. However, there are some difficult words without common
explanations yet, which hinders the understanding and application of those documents. With careful com-
parison among various materials, including Tibetan materials, the thesis believes that “bie li” means ap-
peal, “shou hou” means guarantor who signified in the last place, and “xia die” means file a complaint
or request.
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