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Approach to Classification of Bai Juyi’ s Poems
and Theme of Verse of Endless Grief

ZHANG Zhong-yu

(Research Institue of Chinese Poetry of Southwest Normal University, Chongqing, Chonggqing 400715, China)

Abstract. It is generally believed that Bai Ju-yi classifies his poems into four types: zalu by form
and the satiric, the leisure and the sentimental by content. However, a study reveals that when Bai clas-
sifies his poems into the four types he does it three times according to three criteria without hierarchy. Bai
% method of classification differs from modern one of strict logics, which reflects the characteristics of
ancient thinking. It not improper for Bai to classify Verse of Endless Grief into the sentimental according to
his own criteria and ways, but its classification, not based on specific content or theme, can not serve as
proof for its being love poem and does not affect its expression of political theme in a special way.

Key words:Bai Juyi’ s poems; classification criterion; theme of Verse of Endless Grief
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