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On Late-Ming Literati Ruan Dacheng’s Degeneration

XIE Qian

(Research Institute of China’s Folk Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: The late Ming Dynasty witnesses a never-known-before-and-never-to-occur-again

collective degeneration of literati and officialdom. An analysis of the literati and officialdom’s liv-

ing state and collective character through the case of Ruan Dacheng’s degeneration reveals that

hypocritical and affectedly unconventional practice of the literati and officialdom results from the

state system of imperial civil service examinations is the key of the literati and officialdom’s col-

lective degeneration.

Key words:Ruan Dacheng; drama; eight part composition; systemization
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