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, Yi Jian Zhi and Mi Sect Belief
in Regions South of the Yangtze in Bei Song

LIU Li-ming

(Chinese and Journalism Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: The Mi Sect, introduced into China as a faction of Mahayana, reaches a period of prime
after a complicated development and finds favour in the eyes of the supreme rulers. Many scholars believe
that, due to the basic conflict between Mi Sect and traditional Chinese ethical concepts, it comes to an
early end soon after the Kaiyuan Years. This standpoint does not accord with the fact. The Mi Sect does
not die out because Wu Zong exterminates Buddhism. Instead, it has a lot of followers among the people,
which is true till in the Song Dynasty, especially in the regions south of the Yangtze, of which Yi Jian
Zhi by Hong Mai has adequate accounts.

Key words: Ji Jian Zhi; Buddhism; Mi Sect; folk witchcraft; regions south of the Yangtze
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