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Song Dynasty Divination and Society

YANG Xiao-hong

(Sichuan Provincial Training Center for Higher Learning Institution Teachers, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract;In the Song Dynasty, divination is widely exercised in all fields of life by all social strata,
even as a tool in political struggle by all political forces, and there is an increase in practitioners, books
and means of divination. Among many causes for its popularity in the Song Dynasty, the basic one is the
increase in social mobility.

Key words: Song Dynasty; divination; imperial examination; marriage; political struggle; social

mobility
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