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Witchceraft and Song Dynasty Folk Festival Customs

FANG Yan

(History and Culture Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract ; Folk festival customs in the Song Dynasty include a lot of witchcraft factors, main-
ly in five forms of pleading, driving out devils, avoiding evil spirits, curing diseases and sacrifice,
with the theme of begging for life and avoiding death, pursuing good fortune and avoiding disas-
ter, and to a certain extent express the Song people’s life consciousness, living will, ethical ideas
and value orientations.

Key words: witchcraft; Song Dynasty; folk festival customs
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