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Analysis of Relation Between Chamber of Commerce and
Trade Guild During the Republic of China

LI Bai-huai

(History and Culture Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: During the Republic of China, the chamber of commerce and the trade guild are e-
qual in legal status, but in an organizational relation of administrative subordination. The seem-
ingly contradiction between the two weakens the chamber’s control of the guilds on one hand,
but one the other hand, guarantees the function of the chamber in organizing the guilds, which is
advantageous to the Government in the control and exploitation of businessman organizations. Si-
chuan Provincial Government and Chengdu Municipal Government consciously take advantage of
the contradictory relationship and achieve the goal of control of the businessman organizations.

Key words: The Republic of China; chamber of commerce; trade guild; Chengdu City
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